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by prevailing on Its members to wear always and
openly a blue ribbon.    In the long-run, these con-
trivances cannot be confined to any one party, and
their effects on all parties and their leaders, and on
the whole ruling democracy, must be in the highest
degree serious and lasting.    The first of these effects
will be, I think, to make all parties very like one
another, and indeed in the end almost indistinguish-
able, however leaders may quarrel and partisan hate
partisan.    In the next place, each party will probably
become more and more homogeneous ; and the opi-
nions it professes, and the policy which is the out-
come of those opinions, will less and less reflect the
individual  mind  of any  leader, but only the ideas
which seem to that mind to be most likely to win
favour   with   the  greatest   number   of   supporters.
Lastly, the wire-pulling system, when fully developed,
will infallibly lead to  the constant enlargement of
the area of suffrage.   What is called universal suffrage
has greatly declined in the estimation, not only of
philosophers who follow Bentham, but of the a priori
theorists who assumed that it was the inseparable
accompaniment of a Eepublic, but who found that in
practice it was the natural basis of a tyranny.    But
extensions of the suffrage, though no longer believed
to be good in themselves, have now a permanent
place in the armoury of parties, and are sure to be a
favourite weapon of the Wire-puller.    The Athenian
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